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The “warmer” months have kept everyone atudents and is now one of the largest
BraveHearts busy. The lesson schedule MARHA Horses for Heroesprogram in the

quickly filling and the grass is quickly grow-country. We continue our work with Hines,
ing! Milwaukee, and North Chicago VA hospi-
tals. Hines veterans will be performing a

BH’'s Therapeutic Recreation intern from ]
demonstration at thaValworth County

lllinois State UniversityMindy Thaxton has )
been with us from May through August. sh&air on Sept 4th.
has been working hard with the BH staff an@’he4th Annual Pig Roastwas a great suc-

co-lead summer camp! cess with fun had by all attendees. A big
BH hosted aNARHA On-site Workshop ;hank|s to all donors, volunteers, and atten-
ees!

and Certification for new therapeutic riding
instructors in July. This workshop and certifiBraveHearts is now part of th€ountry
cation taught hopeful therapeutic riding inCares program through Country Supply by
structors the ins and outs of a therapeutic righurchasing items atvww.horse.com.Enter
ing lesson and tests their horsemanship aitte code: BraveHearts alBH will receive
teaching knowledge. Congratulations to BHb% of your purchase order total!

newest registered instructors:Debbie The BH web site is always undergoing up-
Wilberschied, Tom Chambers, and Ernie grades. Check us out at:

Buchanan. www.braveheartsriding.org
The veteran program has grown to over 70

Welcome Tom and Dianne of Tom's main responsibilities In addition to our superb
Chambers to the BraveHearts\yj| pe to establish his therapeutic riding and driving
family. Tom is a well-known«yarmony with Horses” programs, BraveHearts offers
and highly respected horsemgflogram at BraveHearts. Thighe unique opportunity to work
specializing in naturalprogram will not only be with two outstanding clini-
horsemanship. Tom and Diann@stituted with our own cians —-Dave Sullivanfor car-
relocated to us from Tucson, AZgyydents as appropriate, butiage driving and dressage, and
where he was the resideRi| also be offered as clinic Tom Chambers for natural
clinician at the Tanque Verd@pportunities to the generahorsemanship and western
Ranch. ~ Not only has Tompyplic. You will also be horsemanship. And, please
become BraveHearts’ OWRseeing some new “critters” oncheck outDianne Chambers’
“horse whisperer” but he is nowhe property, with the incredible Gold Canyon can-
a NARHA certified therapeutiCintroduction of calves that will dles — the most fragrant can-
riding instructor, remarkablype ysed for calf-penning — onalles on the planet!  Tom
accomplishing that feat after onlyf the new activities beingChambers is supported by a
2 1/2 months of preparation. Ongntroduced for our more grant fromThe Baxter Inter-
independent student ridersnational Foundation.
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| am now proud to announce that | am a full time ILdest!!! My wife Dianne and | came up
from Tucson, AZ the first week of May for my “Harmony witie Horses” clinic and just never
left! | think we were so amazed by the weather here that werstagér to see what it was going
to do next. The weather changes so quickly up here that we ehistwe like it or not!

We had a wonderful two days of “horsing around” with lociginfis and some out of towners from
Chicago and Wisconsin. Early May was an ideal time for accind cookout, and a great time
was had by all those who attended. Our core group of ridegeoiving and each clinic we do is
larger than the one before. Starting Labor Day weekend, BHbwilthe host location for my
“Harmony with Horses” clinics on a regular basis. We will bpagding out our activities this
year to include calf penning and the introduction of cattle i@rkur riders and their horses. | am
also fortunate to be able to offer an opportunity to those @o not yet own a horse, but would
like to be part of my clinics, by using one of the gentlel&ises here at the farm.

All levels of riders, all breeds of horses, owners or cenh, now join in the fun! Plan on joining us
in September, and until then, remember.... “every time you leamething, your horse gets
better.”

Monday, May 4', was a very sadung disease. All veterinary ef- garding this dignified and noble
day for everyone at BH as we forts had failed to improve his horse. We allowed enough time
said good-bye to a faithful frienccondition. He became a great for our staff as well as Bless’
and dedicated co-worker. | favorite of our students. How- Veteran friends to say their good
Blesso (akdBlesg came to BH ever, at the venerable age of 27-byes, sharing with him the ap-
about 5 years ago. He was do-Bless’ health suddenly took a ples from their lunches, taking
nated to us by the highly re-  turn for the worse. Not only didfinal pictures. Tearfully, |
garded dressage trainer, Greta his lung condition deteriorate, loaded Bless onto the trailer and
Larson-Pell. Bless was one of but it was obvious that he was igave him one last hug.

her very successful competitioncongestive heart failure. As |

horses until his health began towatched Bless struggle for everyGood-bye, dear Bless. We will
fail. When he came to BH, breath, | knew it was time to  meet again at the Rainbow
Bless suffered from obstructive make the painful decision re- Bridge.

BraveHearts is hosting their 3rd Annulimited trailer space available, so trailers
Open Horse Show olsunday, Septem-must pre-register.

ber 27th from 12:00 until 4:00pm. Railggme class highlights  includeEREE

or Shine. stick horse class trail classes for all abil-
This years show will include: 3 drill teanty levels, open costume class, champagne
demonstrations by theMidwest Rene- ride, barrels, and everyone’s favorite, ride-
gades Dirt Devils, Dare Devils, anda-buck! Bring the whole family for a fun
Gangsters, food vendors, used tack sdkey at the farm!

and lots of fun! Anyone interested in attending, participat-

All BH students are invited to compeiag, or volunteering should contact Sarah
with their BH lesson horse and the pubbt therapyriding@hotmail.com or call 815
is invited to join in on the fun as well943-8226.



&

BraveHearts is in need of volunteers®eather gets warmer, volunteers dmdding/stamping newsletters, making
Because therapeutic riding is suchnaeded for the following therapeutjghone calls, and many other activities.
hands-on activity, therapeutlc ridingding lessons times: Each season a
center§ are ALW_AYS in need of Tuesday 9am-12pm volunteer s
committed and motivated volunteers. 4pm-7pm honored  for

Volunteers do not need to have horse Wednesday 4pm-7pm outstanding
knowledge. BH holds volunteer Thursday 5pm-7pm service. Be

training sessions about multiple Saturday 9am-3pm sure to check

categories at least once a month. ~ Volunteers are also needed for speqigé newsletter
events, including horse shows, drivinghch season to

New volunteer training focuses on t%%ows, pig roast fundraiser, on-si@eck out our

basics of S|de-wa_lk|ng and emerge_n%rkshop and certification, and othg¢fr g n o r e d
procedures, while leader trammﬁmdraisers

ili i |
utilizes hands-on horse learning. volunteer!
With tudents scheduled t[r\1|0t interested in horses? The office

th more students scheduled as al(\?vays needs help stuffing envelopes, '9'24%%2 %:: 1

% ' (

BH is always looking for As a non-profit, BH is al- Word of mouth is the bestDo you want more

new volunteers. Volun- ways looking for monetary publicity the program caninformation? There are
teers are necessary for alonations for operatingget! Tell your friends, fami- many ways to contact BH:
variety of tasks including: costs, but also looking forlies, and neighbors about thg-4 |- 815-943-UCAN
!eadmg_ horses, side walk-donations of gently _u_sedgood that BH programming .. £vocutive Director -
ing with students, barntack, gently used ridingdoeslf you refer a student
chores, office help, andclothes, art supplies, or garto our program who signs

R

mtautkus@wmconnect.com

many other jobs. dening supplies.. Donationsup for a 6-week session, Program Director -
of any size keep non-profitYOU will receive a free therapyriding@hotmail.com
programs running. lesson! Fax: 815-943-8426

| & |

This spring’s honored volunteer i§om This spring’s honored student iDon

Quinn. Although Tom is a fairly newMarshall. Even though Don has not been
volunteer at BH, he has quickly accumulateéding with us long, he has made great strides
over 200 hours! in becoming an independent horseman. Don

Tom not only assists with veteran, adult, acﬁ%mes to each Iessqn W'_th a smll_e and_ hellps
children’s therapeutic lessons, but he is aYgltgh everything  imaginable including:

been busy helping to improve the Bﬂeaning stalls, feeding hay, filing water
property. buckets, and grooming and tacking his horse.

Tom comes every week to BH with a smile Ron is also learning the ropes of volunteering
his face and has proven to be a motivated ghgBraveHearts  so he can assist fellow

. i |
committed volunteefThank you Tom! veteransCongratulations Don! 1%'% 0 %&' %#8 ("
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Please call me with information about
volunteering

Please accept my tax-deductible
donation of to sponsor a
therapeutic riding/driving student for __
months. ($200 per rider/1 session)

Please accept my tax-deductible

donations of to sponsor a
therapeutic horse for __ months. ($350 ) .
per horse/month) PES% & &)
. : +% ,"-.#.,/0)
Please accept my tax-deductible gift a1

of



