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| has welcomed some new groups fralesse contributions.
Brown VA Hospital and Hines Blind Center.

[ Our current veteran students have been hardghny ways to support this

The winter is quickly approaching and thdion, Marge was asked to give tkey note
BH horses are growing their winter coats! speechat the NARHA regional conference

The children’s program has grown to includ(l,‘aSt spring about her journey to build BH.

3 evenings a week and all day on SaturdayBhe staff at BH has also grown to include
BH has also hostegirl scout troops, school more NARHA registered instructors in-

groups, and volunteers fro®@EDOM, Spe- cluding: Sarah Newland, CTRS; Michelle
cial Education District of McHenry. McGuire; Deborah Stockwell; Tom Cham-

The adult program at BH is also growing’€'S: Emie Buchanan; Debbie Wilberschied;
strong! BH continues to serve adults fronf"d Barb Menge. Without these incredible
Seguin but has now added a second group|gstructors, this program would not be pos-
week to receiveRecreation Therapy ser- SP/€:

vices every Friday. The website is always undergoing updates

BH continues to grow programming on a na@nd improvements. Please visit for the latest
tional level as well. BH Executive Director,P09am information or to make a donation.

Marge Tautkus Gunnar, was asked to sit on a
panel for theNARHA Horses for Heroes
pre-conference at the NARHA National
Conference. This conference helps othétS the holiday season approaches, the staff

therapeutic riding centers around the count@t BH wishes everyone a safe and happy
begin their own veterans programs. In addfoliday season and new year.

www.braveheartsriding.org

The NARHA Horses for Heroes program at yeteran students participated in the BH Horse
BraveHearts has been growing rapidly and ighow and won multiple ribbons.
now one of the largest veterans programs in the
country! From World War Il to the current conflict, all

) o veteran students receiREE servicesdue
BH has continued work wittHines, North g grant funding from thélinois Department
Chicago, and Milwaukee VA Hospitalsand of veteran Affairs and from individual
BH hopes to continue to
provide these services free of charge to our
deserving service men and women. There are
¢ SUae : program!
work to improve their riding skills so they canpgnations ~ are always appreciated and
‘show off" their new talents. BH veteranygjunteers are always welcomed! To learn
students performed a drill team pattern at th@gre about the veterans program and how to

Walworth County Fair in September to the pecome involved please visit our website:
tune of the Battle Hymn of the Republic. Other www.braveheartsriding.org
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BH will be the host location for my “Harmony with Horsedihics on a regular basis. We will

be expanding out our activities this coming year to includepsaihing and the introduction of

cattle work for our riders and their horses. | am also hatieito be able to offer an opportunity
to those who do not yet own a horse, but would likeetpdxt of my clinics, by using one of the
gentle BH horses here at the farm.

These clinics will use exercises | developed to teach horse andititter same time, and will
include both round pen work and mounted practice. In therdgigtip” clinic, the addition of
calf sorting will allow riders to completely understand thacept of working in harmony with
your horse for a common goal.

One-day clinics will run from 9am-4pm with lunch includedl clinics will take place at BH
and will require a negative Coggins. Cost for the clinickli®5 per rider with a maximum of 8
riders. Please check the BH website for the current clinic sahedul

All levels of riders, all breeds of horses, owners or gafh now join in the fun! Always
remember.... “every time you learn something, your horse gdts bet

The BraveHearts’ herd is growby Double Lucky Ranch inLake Ranch in Baldwin, MI.

ing and growing! Wadsworth, IL. Kelly’'s years of trail riding ex-
Willie, a chestnut Paint, Shiloh enjoys being ridden bgerience make her a great horse

joined the herd in October animhdependent riders, but alsfor the children’s program.

has been working with our stuoves to be in the volunteer All of the BraveHearts herd

dents hoping to become indéeader's pocket looking fomwishes everyone a Merry Christ-

pendent riders. Willie's two bludreats! mas and Happy New Year: But-
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eyes and easy going personality Rooster is still in training tderscotch, Benny, Harvey, Tali,
make him a great therapy horsebecome a therapy horse, ar@moke, Skooter, Hunk, Duke,
Shiloh, a black and whitéoves all the attention he is gekarma, Phaedra, Willie, Baby,
Paint horse, and Rooster, tang from the staff. Boone, Rooster, Shiloh, and

chestnut Paint horse, joined the Kelly, a Quarter Horse crogselly!
BH family after being donatednare, joined the herd in Novem- Please take a moment to read
ber and was donated by Wothe horses’ letters to Santa!

BraveHearts hosted the3rd Annual Open Club.

Horse Showon Sunday, September 27(8ONGRATS to our 1st Place Winners!
ith 3 drill t d trati by thid- .

with 3 drill team emons rfa 'ons by .- Andy R.—Walk Lead Line

west RenegadesDirt Devils, Dare Devils,_ Frank M—Walk/Trot Lead Line

and Gangsters. - Rachel E.—Simon Says ages 4-9 Lead Line
The show featured classes from bareback &an N.—Independent Walk Kids
costume and even a FREE stick horse clag?P M.—Independent Walk Adult
Classes were sponsored by: Destination SaE(?n bm'\g'H_lidCecfs(iB?nim WalkiTrot Adult
Haven Horse Rescue, Dr. and Mrs. Gunnat, iy, N.;Bareback Walk Lead Line
Dr. and Mrs. Hroncich, Hyperstitch of Ma-gctavia M.—Bareback Walk

rengo, Midwest Renegades, Helen Dornekevin D.—Champagne Ride

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hroncich, Marty Ke-Andy R.—Trail Lead Line

nahan, Avon, and Crystal Lake KiwanidVladdie V.—Trail Independent Kids



“I love coming to BH because th&Ve love coming to BH, and Rachél don’t know what we would do
horses don't expect me to explajust can’t wait until the next time. Shaithout BH. Having a week off is just
anything. They know why | am here.”says ‘horse’ our entire drive to theo hard.”

farm”

- Veteran Student - Dawn J.

“BH has made such a difference in - Cindy E. “When | come to BH, | have a
Tony's life. Every time | call, he wantsComing to BH every week gives me @emmunion with the horses. They
to know if we’re going to BH. BH isreason to behave myself all week!” know what | am feeling!”

his family away from home.”

- Deb W.

- Veteran Student - Veteran Student

“It has been great to watch Spencércome to BH because | want to learn
“Emma loves the new western saddlebdcome an independent rider. He ts go fast and gallop across that back
think she’s doing great. It's nice to seérily the ‘boss’ when riding his horse”pasture. Do you think | can do that?”

her smiling again.” - BH Instructor - Veteran Student

- Kristy B.

# %

BH is always looking for As a non-profit, BH is al- Word of mouth is the bestDo you want more

new volunteers. Volun- ways looking for monetary publicity the program caninformation? There are
teers are necessary for alonations for operatingget! Tell your friends, fami- many ways to contact BH:
variety of tasks including: costs, but also looking forlies, and neighbors about thg-4 |- 815-943-UCAN
!eadmg_ horses, side walk-donations of gently _u_sedgood that BH programming .. £vocutive Director -
ing with students, barntack, gently used ridingdoeslf you refer a student

chores, office help, andclothes, art supplies, or garto our program who signs mtautkus@wmconnect.com

many other jobs. dening supplies.. Donationsup for a 6-week session, Program Director -
of any size keep non-profitYOU will receive a free therapyriding@hotmail.com
programs running. lesson! Fax: 815-943-8426

&

Every season, BH honors a student artds season’s honored volunteer Rete
volunteer nominated by the BH staff. Steiger! Pete has been only been volunteg
h with BH for about six months and has quid

This season’s honored student igac ] .
Zwirowski! Zach has been riding with BH forlnade his way into the BraveHearts fa

almost 2 years and has made great strideE helps with the child_ren’s program €
become an independent rider. Wednesday and also assists with the vete

programming during the day.
Zach enjoys riding his favorite horse, HarV(tel_))/,

but has ridden almost every BH horse in hEte comes with his granddaughter each §

herd. He comes to class every Saturday Wit‘?lng shows us how to be an example to

smile on his face and his classy Cowbwunger generations.

_ ) 4 "0 10"
boots! Congratulations to our winners! <[3<2# 28,#
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The student of the year award is presented todestun
the therapeutic riding program that has exceededdals
set by parents and instructors and assists thegom a
variety of ways. This year’s student of the yegrssente
to Tony Torino.

—

Tony began his career at BraveHearts 3 years agwals
unteer. At the time, BH did not have a suitableskdor
Tony to ride, so he learned the skills of muckitajls,
sweeping the barn, leading horses, and greetintpsts.

Over the years, Tony began to ride in the prograc a
within the last year began to ride independentilé/
Tony has ridden multiple horses in the programniost
recent favorite is the new horse Shiloh.

Tony comes for a lesson every Saturday with higisBebbie, and helps in any way
possible. He has even begun to lead during lessons!

Tony now lives at the Pioneer Center Home. He ltwnesiew home and all his new
friends, but never forgets about BraveHearts oar8ay. Tony even brought all his
friends from his house to BraveHearts for this su@mspig roast. He was able to give
his friends tours of the farm, and show off hisdeoknowledge.

Tony calls Debbie during the week and
asks, “BraveHeart today?”. “He always
wants to be at BraveHearts” says Debbie. At
the annual horse show in September, Tony
entered the costume class as Elvis and stole
the hearts of the crowd and the judges. He
took home a second place, but it would not
have mattered what place he took, because
he was able to ride many horses and visit
with many, many people.

Tony continues to ride with the BH program
and is improving his riding skills at every
lesson. Look for him at the next horse show
where he will be trotting around independ-
ently and smiling!
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Please call me with information about
volunteering

Please accept my tax-deductible
donation of to sponsor a
therapeutic riding/driving student for __
months. ($200 per rider/1 session)

Please accept my tax-deductible
donations of to sponsor a
therapeutic horse for __ month(s).
($350 per horse/month)

Please accept my tax-deductible gift
of
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